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Un Oléronais impliqué dans ce futur jumelage

C'est par l'intermédiaire de Lionel Serik que les deux maires
ont amorcé cette relation. Apres avoir longtemps vécu au
Québec, Lionel Serik est revenu dans son pays natal : I'lle
d'Oléron, ou il demeure a quelgue 50 metres de la tombe de
Pierre Loti. Récemment, il s'est rendu en Turquie, sur les
traces de ses ancétres et, avec Hasan Yavuz, de
I'ambassade de Turquie a Paris, ils ont pensé a ce
rapprochement entre Rochefort et Eylip. Avant son départ,
Lionel Serik avait rencontré la premiére adjointe, Genevieve
Wiss-Vrignaud, et il est arrivé a Istanbul avec une lettre de
Bernard Grasset écrite a l'intention du maire d'Eylp. Invité
pour la cérémonie officielle d'ouverture « d'Istanbul, capitale
européenne 2010 », il dit avoir été « recu a bras ouverts par
le maire de la future ville sceur ». Et sa présence a donné
lieu a des entretiens pour une multitude de journaux turcs
qui I'ont qualifié « d'homme nomade et de Pierre Loti des
temps modernes ».
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A journey in search of roots from France to Turkey

French journalist and businessman Lionel Serik traced his roots back to Turkey, where he
recently paid visit as guest of the Istanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture Agency.

Lionel Serik might be labeled a nomadic man, the Pierre Loti of modern times.
No matter what he’s called, his life is surely a source of inspiration for those who are
seeking to write the story of a man searching for his roots in distant lands.

Having a foreign surname, which has always aroused people’s curiosity, French
journalist Serik is in pursuit of his roots, which he has traced back to Turkey. “I was
always looking in the Yellow Pages when | was in Montreal, New York, Paris,
Singapore, Riyadh and Dubai and could never find a Serik,” said Serik during a recent
interview in Istanbul, where he was visiting as a guest of the Istanbul 2010 European
Capital of Culture Agency. “l was born in France on the island where Pierre Loti was
buried. The graveyard he’s buried in was 50 meters from my house, so | was bathed in
the culture of Pierre Loti,” says Serik.

Serik’s story of discovery had a sad beginning. “When my father passed away, we had to
go through all the legal papers with his successors,” explains Serik. “My father had a bit
of a complicated childhood, but we were told that the name Serik is originally from
Turkey and that there’s a town called Serik in Antalya.”

Tracing the tracks
As Serik’s father was an orphan, his family hardly knew anything of his past and thus

things were harder for them to trace. “My father was born in Belgium,” Serik says,
continuing his story, “It’s very far away from the island that | was born on, and | decided
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that | wanted to investigate and find out the whole truth of where |1 came from and where
my ancestors are.” Last year Serik went to Belgium to investigate the matter. “I got my
father’s birth certificate and a document issued by the authorities on the birth of my
grandfather, whose name was Omer. My grandfather was born in Algeria, and my great-
grandfather’s name was is Muhammed bin Ali. When | was investigating, | also found
out that my grandfather and my grandmother passed away in the early 1980s, which
means that | was 20 plus, but | never met them.”

After investigating further, Serik discovered that his ancestors were from one of the
nomadic communities in Turkey. “Seriks are Yoriks,” says Serik. “They are a nomadic
people, which definitely suits me very well. I’ve been living all over the world. I left
home when I was 18 years old, and I lived in the Middle East, Southeast Asia and
America for about 20 years. The only difference from the original nomadic people was
that they were using camels, and I’ve been using planes.”

Trip to Turkey

After getting into contact with the Turkish Embassy in Paris, and particularly the cultural
attaché, Hasan Yavuz, Serik was able to establish contacts in Turkey. Also, being one of
the foreign guests of the Istanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture events, Serik was
invited to the inauguration ceremony, which took place on Jan. 16.

“I spent a week here in Istanbul, and then I went to Antalya last Friday,” says Serik. I
was honored and very warmly welcomed by Ahmet Umit, the district governor of Serik.
On Saturday we went to Serik. When we first arrived in Serik, | started to see the road
signs, and it was pretty much like a child looking forward to opening his Christmas
presents. It was like | was in Wonderland.”

The next day he was hosted by Mehmet Habali, the mayor of Serik, and he was very
impressed by the way he was treated, both by the authorities and the local people. “He
was very nice to me, like everybody else was,” says Serik. “I had the most beautiful
experience of my life; | cried on Sunday night.” A special celebration was organized in
the town, and a lamb was sacrificed in honor of Serik. “To my biggest surprise, they
sacrificed a lamb before my eyes, which | couldn’t watch,” he says, “and then we ate the
poor lamb.” This whole experience strengthened Serik’s ties with Turkey, “I had my
Turkish blood and now my heart is Turkish, too.”

However, he has not yet been able to find anyone with the same name in Serik. But he
continues to hope. “Umit and Habal1 are going to do research using the administrative
documents to see if | can find some of my ancestors,” he says. In addition, he has met a
historian who specializes in Serik who also gave him some useful information about the
history of the town.

“I’m going back [to France] 200 times more satisfied than | anticipated because all these

people have made me feel at home, part of their family, like a brother,” says Serik after
his experience in Antalya. “It has been so touching, so emotional for me, that | feel more
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Turkish than ever. These two days that I’ve spent in Serik were more rewarding for me
than any document | was able to find.”

According to historical records, in the 18th or 19th century some people were sent from
Serik to Algeria, either in exile or on official business or to fight against the French. “And
that coincides with the fact that my great-grandfather Muhammed bin Ali was in Algeria
and that my grandfather was born there. Then they moved to Belgium,” says Serik.
However, the story becomes murky at that point. “I don’t know when or why,” he says.

Preserving the memory of Pierre Loti

Serik emphasizes that Pierre Loti’s hometown, Rochefort, cannot be thought of without
thinking of Loti himself. “Pierre Loti is like the flag for the whole town,” says Serik. “His
home is now a museum. Through his books, we know of his love of Turkey. If you visit
his house in Rochefort, you’ll see that he has a room decorated like a mosque in his house
and that half of the rooms have an old Turkish style. And he was a very weird person
who was also very much into organizing very big parties. Sometimes it would take one
year to organize one evening with 30 of 40 people. He was a person who liked being
respected and famous in France, but here he was very discrete, hanging out with local
people and smoking nargile.”

In order to preserve the memory of Loti, Serik intends to establish a sister city
relationship between Rochefort and Istanbul. “In 2023, it is going to be the 100th
anniversary of the Turkish Republic as well as the 100th anniversary of Loti’s death,”
says Serik. “So we should be able to do something interesting, and we have some 12
years to build up a relationship.”

“l intend to come back towards the end of March or the beginning of April to plan an
official trip for the French delegation some time in May. This will lead to a cultural
exchange, including historical and various scholarship exchanges,” notes Serik.

A new chapter

“A book has been closed and I’m opening a new one for me,” says Serik with great
contentment. “I have all the reasons to be become like Pierre Loti and have a second
home here, perhaps a first one. ... I have this in mind. It seems to be a very beautiful
country with very nice people.” “I know | have a home in Serik, and I’ll definitely go
back there and continue my investigation, no matter what.”

31 January 2010, Sunday
HATICE AHSEN UTKU ISTANBUL
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Pierre Loti’s memory revived
through International art project

15 November 2010, Monday / HATICE AHSEN UTKU , ISTANBUL

The heritage and the spirit of Pierre Loti, a 20th century_istanbul-loving French
writer, is being revived with a series of projects both in Istanbul and Rochefort,
France, the homeland of Loti.

Artists from Turkey and France recently came together at Pierre Loti Hill in late
October to commemorate the French writer while resurrecting historical bonds
between the two societies from many perspectives.

Commissioned by the Eyiip Municipality with support from the Istanbul 2010
European Capital of Culture Agency, the project brought together six French and six
Turkish artists who depicted the view from Pierre Loti Hill on their canvases, each
with their own impression and point of view.

Also, with contributions from the municipalities of Rochefort, Saint Pierre d'Oleron
and La Rochelle, the individual works of the artists as well as a communal project --
a huge puzzle for which every separate part is made by a different artist -- are being
displayed until Nov. 30 at the Eyup Municipality Exhibition Hall in an exhibit titled
“Dostlugun Fircasindan Eylp” (Eylp from the Brush of Friendship).
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“We have been involved in this project since the beginning of October,” says Caner
Karavit, the curator of the exhibition as well as one of its artists, in an interview with
Today’s Zaman. “The project had two phases. The first included the artists coming to
Pierre Loti Hill and reflecting their impressions on their canvas; the second project
was the puzzle. Everybody made their piece individually, without knowing what the
others did. And the last piece of the puzzle was put together by the audience.”

“It's a culmination of ideas from the Municipality of Eylp, the Municipality of
Rochefort and the Turkish Embassy in Paris,” explains Lionel Serik, the art director
of the Saint Pierre d’Oleron Municipality, who is also from Pierre Loti‘'s hometown and
has some Turkish ancestry. “It all came together when the Turkish delegation went
to France in June for the exhibition and the official meeting with Rochefort. That's
when the idea started. And we worked throughout the summer to organize it now.”

The artists participating in the exhibition are Caner Karavit, Daniel Bergagna,
Annabelle Joussaume, Erdem Karavit, Dominique Barreau, Selguk Fergbkce, Luc
Gaitée, Veysel Kurucu, Ekin A. Kurucu, Vincent Ruffin, Patrick Sanitas and Sevket
Sonmez.

The enduring silhouette

All the works are quite different from each other, but they all have some points in
common. Every artist reflected their own impressions in their paintings; however,
some features such as the panorama from Pierre Loti Hill and the general view of
istanbul influenced all of them.

"I was here 15 years ago,” says Bergagna, “so I saw Eylip and the Golden Horn a
very long time ago. For a stranger, the minarets and the mosques that rise from the
city skyline are the most remarkable part of the view. That’s why I expressed those
elements in my painting. If we forget all the rest, it is the minarets that characterize
the city.”

“This is the first time that I've come to Istanbul and seen the Golden Horn,” indicates
Joussaume. “But I read a book by Pierre Loti. It's much more developed and modern
here than I'd thought it would be. We find the mosques create a timeless silhouette
of the city; it has always retained its magic. On the other hand, there’s the very
modern face of the city. I tried to see this hill with the nostalgia of Pierre Loti, so this
is a rather poetic aspect that I wanted to express -- something that was dreamt of,
an ideal East and evidently, all those modern things on the other side.”

“I didn’t hesitate and I agreed to the project immediately,” says Sanitas about how
he got involved. “I had been to istanbul before, but it was something like 10 years
ago. I'm very happy to be back here because I have been very fascinated by this
city. Pierre Loti Hill it is marvelous. In my work, the figure of Pierre Loti is evoked.
[In addition to his] writings, there are also the mosques and the landscape of the
Golden Horn.”

The artists agree that projects like this are important in terms of increasing the
friendship between the two societies. “Either in painting or music or theater or
literature, these cultural exchanges are very important and beneficial for countries
and societies,” says Bergagna. “This project has permitted the Turkish and the

18



French artists to meet each other; this has been really very positive and good,” says
Joussaume. “This project is an act of fraternity,” says Sanitas.

The project between the two municipalities will not be confined to this exhibition, and
there are even more remarkable projects on the way.

“We will be continuing this project every year,” says Serik, sharing important details
about forthcoming events. “"Next year on June 10-13, we plan to do the same thing
in France. We will invite Turkish artists to Rochefort, Pierre Loti’'s hometown, to
produce another project like this. During the same time, as the month of June is the
anniversary of the death of Pierre Loti, we're going to have a special commemoration
at Pierre Loti’s house. And apart from this, there will be a music festival called the
‘Festival du Music’ in Pierre Loti’'s homeland. It will take place in May 2011, and we're
going to invite some Turkish artists and musicians as special guests to participate in
the event. Also in 2012 we will be organizing a music festival with the theme of
Pierre Loti in Istanbul. Anything related to the arts -- painting, music, writing -- will
all be included in the many projects between Eyiip, Istanbul and Rochefort.”

Serik also announced the good news about the development of a “sister city/twin
town” agreement between Eylp and Rochefort. “An official protocol will be signed
between Rochefort and Eylip some time before June,” he said.

As Serik had initially spoken of the plans FOR such projects in an interview with
Today’s Zaman in January, he now seems quite happy and excited to see them come
to fruition in such a short period of time. He also expressed his gratitude to
colleagues with whom he has worked with throughout this process. “I'm merely a
facilitator; I studied this whole thing with Hasan Yavuz, the cultural attaché at the
Turkish Embassy in Paris. When the Turkish delegation came to Rochefort, they
visited the graveyard of Pierre Loti and nobody had done so since 1923 except for
family and friends. I saw some from the Turkish delegation were emotional and
moved to tears. They then visited the house where he was born, and I had the
feeling that everything was being revived. I have learned of many coincidences that
involve Loti. It's very interesting to see everything that’s going on, and everyone is
S0 eager to carry on this relationship.”
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Eylp'e ziyaret

22 Ocak 2010 Cuma - 17:42, 2144 kisi okudu

Pierre Loti'nin Komsusu Eylip'l ziyaret etti
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Pierre Loti'nin Komsusu Eyup'u ziyaret etti

Pierre Loti'nin dogdugu Fransa'nin Rochefort kentinde yasayan ve koklerinin
Turkiye'ye uzandigi bilgisine ulasan gazeteci Lionel Serik ve istanbul 2010 Avrupa
Kiltiir Bagkenti Genel Sekreteri Yilmaz Kurt, Eyiip Belediye Baskani ismail Kavuncu'yu
ziyaret etti. Yillar énce yolu istanbul'a diistigiinde Ey(ip'teki Halic manzarasina hayran
olan ve sik sik tepedeki kir kahvesini ziyaret eden Pierre Loti'nin, Fransa Rochefort'ta
ailesiyle komsu oldugunu belirten Lionel Serik, istanbul'un ardindan Antalya'ya gecerek
Serik'te kOklerini arastiracak. Anne-babasini kaybettikten sonra soyagacini arastirdigini
ve atalarinin Antalya Serik'te yasadigini 6grendigini belirten Lionel Serik sunlar sdyledi:

"Soyadimin da Serik olmasi tesadif degil... Fransa'da yaptigim arastirmalar beni
Turkiye'ye surukledi. Gelmisken tim Fransizlar i¢cin gok dnemli bir yazar, ressam olan
Pierre Loti'nin uzun yillar gelip glizel saatler gecirdigi tepeyi, kahveyi ziyaret etmek
istedim. Gergekten de Ustad hakliymis. Cok begendim... Bliyuleyici bir manzarasi var."

"Rochefort-Eyup Arasi Kultiir Képrusi Kuralim..."

Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden olusan bir sergi agmayi planladiklarini anlatan
Lionel Serik, Baskan ismail Kavuncu'ya, Eyiip'le Rochefort'un kardes sehir oimasi
yolunda gerekli girisimlerde bulunmaya hazir oldugunu séyledi... Pierre Loti'yle ilgili
Ulkesinde ve Rochefort'ta yapilan etkinlikler hakkinda bilgi veren Serik, agcacaklari
sergiye Eylp, Halic ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'yle ilgili resimlerin konulmasinin da kendilerini
¢cok memnun edecegini soyledi.

istanbul'un Avrupa Kiiltiir Bagkenti segildigi 2010 yilinda Eyiip'le Rochefort arasinda
Pierre Loti araciligiyla bir kaltar kdprusu kurulabileceginin altini gizen Gazeteci Lionel
Serik, sOzlerini sdyle surdiurdu:

"Rochefort Belediye Bagkani ile de gorustim... Kendisi Eylp'le Rochefort arasinda
yapilacak her turll kdltirel, sanatsal aktivitenin icerisinde severek yeralacaklarini
sdylediler. Sergi bir baglangi¢ olur... Rochefort da aynen Eylp gibi ¢cok eski tarihi bir
yerlesim yeri... Su anda Pierre Loti'nin evi muze olarak kullaniliyor... Her giin ylzlerce
kisi buray! ziyaret ediyor. Pierre Loti'nin hayrani oldugu bir ilgenin Eylp'an, onun
dogdugu sehirle kardes sehir olmasi bizler i¢in buyik onur olacaktir. "

Eyiip Belediye Bagkani ismail Kavuncu da Fransiz Gazeteci Lionel Serik'e Pierre Loti'nin
dogdugdu sehir Rochefort'la ikili kiltirel iligskilere sicak baktigini séyledi. Bagkan, Lionel
Serik'e Eyup ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'nden Halic manzarasinin yeraldidi bir ¢ini tabak,
Lionel Serik ise sehrinde dostlugun igsareti olarak kabul edilen kaya tuzunu hediye etti.
Baskan Kavuncu ayrica istanbul 2010 Avrupa Kiiltir Bagkenti Genel Sekreteri Yiimaz
Kurt'a da ¢ini tabak verdi.
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EYUP BELEDIYESI

Bu Sevgi ve Hizmet Hig Bitmeyecek

He came to Turkey to search for his ancestors.

The visit of Pierre Loti’s “neighbor” to Turkey.

Lionel Serik, who lives in Rochefort of France and who believes that he may originally
be from Turkey, has visited Istanbul 2010 the European Culture Capital General
Secretary Yilmaz Kurt and the Mayor Ismail Kavuncu.

Lionel Serik also mentioned that Pierre Loti, who came to see Istanbul many years ago
and admired Hali¢, Golden Horn, is his family’s neighbor in France near Rochefort and
added that he will fly to Antalya and search for the origin of his family. He was told that
his family originated from Serik and may have once lived there. “My search in France
took me to Turkey. | wanted to see the hill and the cafe where Pierre Loti visited a long
time ago. He was right. The view & the people are fascinating.”

“Let’s build a culture bridge between Rochefort and Eyup”

Mr Serik said that they were planning to open an exhibition in Rochefort with the
pictures of Pierre Loti and added that he was ready to make Eytiip and Rochefort
brother/sister cities.

Mr. Lionel Serik added that he had spoken to the mayor of Rochefort, and the mayor
promised to support him. The exhibition would be a good start for that. Rochefort is an
old dwelling place like Eyiip. Pierre Loti’s house is a museum now. It will be honorable
to make the two cities as sister cities.

Ismail Kavuncu, who is the mayor of Eyiip, stated that he would like to support Mr. Serik
and he is positive for this. The Mayor presented him a plate depicting Hali¢c-Golden

Horn. Mr. Serik presented salt, which is the symbol of friendship in the city where he was
born. He also offered a great book on Pierre Loti’s drawings.
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AVRUPA

KULTUR
BASKENTI

Pierre Loti'nin izinde bir istanbul tutkunu

Pierre Loti'nin dogdugu Fransa'nin Rochefort kentinde yasayan ve koklerinin
Tiirkiye'ye uzandig: bilgisine ulasan gazeteci Lionel Serik ve istanbul 2010 Avrupa
Kiiltiir Baskenti Genel Sekreteri Y1lmaz Kurt, Eyiip Belediye Baskan1 Ismail
Kavuncu'yu ziyaret etti.

Yillar énce yolu Istanbul'a diistiigiinde Eyiip'teki Hali¢ manzarasina hayran olan ve
sik sik tepedeki kir kahvesini ziyaret eden Pierre Loti'nin, Fransa Rochefort'ta
ailesiyle komsu oldugunu belirten Lionel Serik, Istanbul'un ardindan Antalya'ya
gecerek Serik'te koklerini arastiracak. Anne-babasini kaybettikten sonra soyagacint
arastirdigini ve atalarinin Antalya Serik'te yasadigin1 6grendigini belirten Lionel
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Serik sunlar1 soyledi:

"Soyadimin da Serik olmasi tesadiif degil... Fransa'da yaptigim arastirmalar beni
Tiirkiye'ye stiriikledi. Gelmisken tiim Fransizlar i¢in ¢ok onemli bir yazar, ressam
olan Pierre Loti'nin uzun yillar gelip giizel saatler gecirdigi tepeyi, kahveyi ziyaret
etmek istedim. Gergekten de iistad hakliymis. Cok begendim... Biiyiileyici bir
manzarast var."

""Rochefort-Eyiip Arasi Kiiltiir Kopriisii Kurahm..."

Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden olusan bir sergi agmay1 planladiklarini
anlatan Lionel Serik, Baskan Ismail Kavuncu'ya, Eyiip'le Rochefort'un kardes sehir
olmast yolunda gerekli girisimlerde bulunmaya hazir oldugunu séyledi... Pierre
Loti'yle ilgili iilkesinde ve Rochefort'ta yapilan etkinlikler hakkinda bilgi veren
Serik, agacaklar1 sergiye Eylip, Hali¢ ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'yle ilgili resimlerin
konulmasinin da kendilerini gok memnun edecegini soyledi.

Istanbul'un Avrupa Kiiltiir Baskenti se¢ildigi 2010 yilinda Eyiip'le Rochefort
arasinda Pierre Loti aracilifiyla bir kiiltiir kdpriisii kurulabileceginin altin1 ¢izen
gazeteci Lionel Serik, s6zlerini soyle surdlrdi: "Rochefort Belediye Baskani ile de

gortistiim... Kendisi Eyiip'le Rochefort arasinda yapilacak her tiirlii kiiltiirel, sanatsal

aktivitenin igerisinde severek yer alacaklarini soylediler. Sergi bir basglangi¢ olur...
Rochefort da aynen Eyup gibi ¢cok eski tarihi bir yerlesim yeri... Su anda Pierre
Loti'nin evi miize olarak kullanilvyor... Her giin yiizlerce kisi buray: ziyaret ediyor.
Pierre Loti'nin hayrani oldugu bir ilgenin Eyiip'iin, onun dogdugu sehirle kardes
sehir olmasi bizler i¢in biiyiik onur olacaktir. "

Lionel Serik, ilerleyen giinlerde ayrica istanbul 2010 AKB Ajanst’nin Istiklal
Caddesi’ndeki yerini ziyaret ederek projelerle ilgi bilgi aldi.

26



EYUP BELEDIYESI

Bu Sevgi ve Hizmet Hig Bitmeyecek

Koklerini Arastirmak Uzere Tiirkiye'ye Geldi...

Pierre Loti'nin Komsusundan Eyiip'e Ziyaret...

Pierre Loti'nin dogdugu Fransa'nin Rochefort kentinde yasayan ve koklerinin Tiirkiye'ye
uzandif1 bilgisine ulasan gazeteci Lionel Serik ve Istanbul 2010 Avrupa Kiiltiir Baskenti Genel
Sekreteri Yilmaz Kurt, Eylip Belediye Bagkan1 [smail Kavuncu'yu ziyaret etti.

Yillar 6nce yolu Istanbul'a diistiigiinde Eyiip'teki Hali¢ manzarasina hayran olan ve sik sik
tepedeki kir kahvesini ziyaret eden Pierre Loti'nin, Fransa Rochefort'ta ailesiyle komsu oldugunu
belirten Lionel Serik, Istanbul'un ardindan Antalya'ya gecerek Serik'te koklerini arastiracak.
Anne-babasin1 kaybettikten sonra soyagacim arastirdigim1 ve atalarinin Antalya Serik'te
yasadigini 6grendigini belirten Lionel Serik sunlar sdyledi:

"Soyadimin da Serik olmasi tesadiif degil... Fransa'da yaptigim arastirmalar beni TUrkiye'ye
stiriikledi. Gelmisken tiim Fransizlar i¢in ¢ok 6nemli bir yazar, ressam olan Pierre Loti'nin uzun
yillar gelip giizel saatler gecirdigi tepeyi, kahveyi ziyaret etmek istedim. Gergekten de listad
haklrymis. Cok begendim... Biiyiileyici bir manzarasi var."

""Rochefort-Eyiip Arasi Kiiltiir Kopriisii Kurahm..."

Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden olusan bir sergi agmay1 planladiklarini anlatan Lionel
Serik, Baskan Ismail Kavuncu'ya, Eyiip'le Rochefortun kardes sehir olmasi yolunda gerekli
girisimlerde bulunmaya hazir oldugunu soyledi... Pierre Loti'yle ilgili iilkesinde ve Rochefort'ta
yapilan etkinlikler hakkinda bilgi veren Serik, acacaklar sergiye Eyiip, Hali¢ ve Pierre Loti
Tepesi'yle ilgili resimlerin konulmasinin da kendilerini cok memnun edecegini sdyledi.

Istanbul'un Avrupa Kiiltiir Baskenti segildigi 2010 yilinda Eyiip'le Rochefort arasinda Pierre Loti
araciligryla bir kiiltiir kdpriisii kurulabileceginin altimi ¢gizen Gazeteci Lionel Serik, sdzlerini sdyle
surddrdu:

"Rochefort Belediye Baskani ile de goriistiim... Kendisi Eyiip'le Rochefort arasinda yapilacak her
tiirlii kdiltiirel, sanatsal aktivitenin igerisinde severek yeralacaklarini soylediler. Sergi bir baglangi¢
olur... Rochefort da aynen Eyiip gibi ¢ok eski tarihi bir yerlesim yeri... Su anda Pierre Loti'nin evi
miize olarak kullaniliyor... Her giin yiizlerce kisi buray1 ziyaret ediyor. Pierre Loti'nin hayrani
oldugu bir ilgenin Eylip'in, onun dogdugu sehirle kardes sehir olmasi bizler i¢in biiylik onur
olacaktir. "

Eyiip Belediye Baskani Ismail Kavuncu da Fransiz Gazeteci Lionel Serik'e Pierre Loti'nin
dogdugu sehir Rochefort'la ikili kiiltiirel iligkilere sicak baktigini sdyledi. Baskan, Lionel Serik'e
Eylip ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'nden Hali¢ manzarasinin yeraldigi bir ¢ini tabak, Lionel Serik ise
sehrinde dostlugun isareti olarak kabul edilen kaya tuzunu hediye etti. Bagkan Kavuncu ayrica
Istanbul 2010 Avrupa Kiiltiir Baskenti Genel Sekreteri Y1lmaz Kurt'a da gini tabak verdi.
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Bélgenin En Blylk infemnst Gazetesl

GUNDEM

Lionel Serik; ""Artik Serik benim ilcem"

Fransiz vatandasi Lionel Serik Belediye Baskani Mehmet Habali'yi
Ziyaret etti.

Haber giris saati : 29.01.2010 10:17:00
Fransiz vatandagi Lionel Serik Belediye Bagskant Mehmet Habali'y1 ziyaret etti.

Tatil i¢in ilgemize gelen Fransiz vatandasi Lionel Serik Belediye Baskant Mehmet Habali'y1 ziyaret
etti. Bagkan Habali Lionel Serik'e gereken misafirperverligi gostererek ilgemizi gezdirdi ve gesitli
hediyeler verdi.

Lionel Serik'in ilgemize gelmesinin ise oldukea ilging bir 6ykiisii var. Fransiz Lionel Serik
konsolosluga bagvurarak Tiirkiye'de tatil yapmak istedigini sdyleyerek, bununla ilgili Tiirkiye hakkinda
bilgiler istemis. Konsolosluk yetkilileri Serik'e Tiirkiye ile ilgili bilgiler verirken bir de kendisinin ayni
soyadini tagiyan bir ilge oldugunu séylemisler. Bunun iizerine Serik'i merak eden Lionel Serik ilgemize
gelmis. Babasmin Tiirk oldugunu ama kendisini hi¢ tanimadigini ve baba tarafi ile ilgili bilgisinin de
olmadigini sdyleyen Lionel Serik ailesi ile ilgili arastirma da yapmig. Baskan Habli tarafindan
agirlanan Lionel Serik tatilinin bitmesi sonucu iilkesine dondii. Ama Lionel Serik giderken tekrar
gelecegini belirterek; “Artik Serik benim ilgem” dedi.
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Pierre Lotin’in Komsusu Koklerini Ariyor

Tarih : 22.01.2010 -
Yazi Boyutu 09:10:09

Pierre Loti’nin dogdugu Fransanin
Rochefort kentinde yasayan ve koklerinin
Tiirkiyeye uzandigr bilgisine ulasan gazeteci
Lionel Serik, Istanbulda

Pierre Loti'nin Komsusu Koklerini Ariyor

Pierre Loti'nin dogdugu Fransa'nin Rochefort kentinde yasayan ve koklerinin Tiirkiye'ye
uzandi1 bilgisine ulasan gazeteci Lionel Serik, istanbul'da Eyiip Belediye Baskam Ismail
Kavuncu'yu ziyaret etti.

Yillar 6nce yolu istanbul'a diistiigiinde Eyiip'teki Halic manzarasina hayran olan ve sik sik
tepedeki kir kahvesini ziyaret eden Pierre Loti'nin, Fransa Rochefort'ta ailesiyle komsu oldugunu
belirten Lionel Serik, Istanbul'un ardindan Antalya'ya gecerek Serik'te koklerini arastiracak.
Anne-babasini kaybettikten sonra soyagacini aragtirdigini ve atalarinin Antalya Serik'te
yasadigini 6grendigini belirten Lionel Serik sunlar sdyledi:

"Soyadimin da Serik olmas1 tesadiif degil... Fransa'da yaptigim arastirmalar beni Tiirkiye'ye
stiriikledi. Gelmisken tiim Fransizlar i¢in ¢ok 6nemli bir yazar, ressam olan Pierre Loti'nin uzun
yillar gelip giizel saatler gecirdigi tepeyi, kahveyi ziyaret etmek istedim. Gergekten de iistad
hakliymis. Cok begendim... Biiyiileyici bir manzarasi var."

"Rochefort-Eyiip Aras1 Kiiltiir Kopriisii Kuralim..."
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Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden olusan bir sergi agmayi planladiklarini anlatan
Lionel Serik, Baskan Ismail Kavuncu'ya, Eyiip'le Rochefort'un kardes sehir olmasi yolunda
gerekli girisimlerde bulunmaya hazir oldugunu sdyledi... Pierre Loti'yle ilgili iilkesinde ve
Rochefort'ta yapilan etkinlikler hakkinda bilgi veren Serik, agacaklar sergiye Eyiip, Hali¢ ve
Pierre Loti Tepesi'yle ilgili resimlerin konulmasinin da kendilerini cok memnun edecegini
soyledi.

Istanbul'un Avrupa Kiiltiir Baskenti segildigi 2010 yilinda Eyiip'le Rochefort arasinda Pierre Loti
araciligiyla bir kiiltiir kopriisii kurulabileceginin altini ¢izen Gazeteci Lionel Serik, s6zlerini sdyle
surdurdu:

"Rochefort Belediye Baskani ile de gorustiim... Kendisi Eyiip'le Rochefort arasinda yapilacak her
tiirli kiiltiirel, sanatsal aktivitenin icerisinde severek yeralacaklarini soylediler. Sergi bir
baslangic olur... Rochefort da aynen Eyiip gibi ¢ok eski tarihi bir yerlesim yeri... Su anda Pierre
Loti'nin evi miize olarak kullaniliyor... Her giin yiizlerce kisi burayi ziyaret ediyor. Pierre Loti'nin
hayrani oldugu bir ilgenin Eyliip'iin, onun dogdugu sehirle kardes sehir olmasi bizler i¢in biiyiik
onur olacaktir. "

Eyiip Belediye Baskam Ismail Kavuncu da Fransiz Gazeteci Lionel Serik'e Pierre Loti'nin
dogdugu sehir Rochefort'la ikili kiiltiirel iliskilere sicak baktigini sdyledi. Baskan, Lionel Serik'e
Eyiip ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'nden Hali¢ manzarasinin yeraldigi bir ¢ini tabak, Lionel Serik ise
sehrinde dostlugun isareti olarak kabul edilen kaya tuzunu hediye etti.
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LOTININ KOMSUSU
EYUP'TE

Pierre Loti'nin dogdugu Fransa'nin Rochefort kentinde
yasayan ve koklerinin Turkiye'ye uzandidi bilgisine ulasan ga

Koklerini Arastirmak Uzere Tiirkiye‘de

21 Ocak 2010 Persembe 22:52
Pierre Loti'nin dogdugu Fransa'nin Rochefort kentinde yasayan ve
koklerinin Turkiye'ye uzandidi bilgisine ulasan gazeteci Lionel Serik,
Istanbul'da Eyiip Belediye Baskani Ismail Kavuncu'yu ziyaret etti

Yillar énce yolu istanbul'a diistiiiinde Eylp'teki Halic manzarasina hayran
olan ve sik sik tepedeki kir kahvesini ziyaret eden Pierre Loti'nin, Fransa
Rochefort'ta ailesiyle komsu oldugunu belirten Lionel Serik, istanbul'un
ardindan Antalya'ya gecgerek Serik'te kdklerini arastiracak. Anne-babasini
kaybettikten sonra soyadacini arastirdigini ve atalarinin Antalya Serik'te
yasadigini 6grendidini belirten Lionel Serik sunlar soyledi:

"Soyadimin da Serik olmasi tesadif dedil... Fransa'da yaptigim arastirmalar
beni Tirkiye'ye sirikledi. Gelmisken tim Fransizlar igin gok édnemli bir yazar,
ressam olan Pierre Loti'nin uzun yillar gelip glzel saatler gecirdigi tepeyi,
kahveyi ziyaret etmek istedim. Gergekten de lstad hakliymis. Cok
bedendim... Blyuleyici bir manzarasi var."

"Rochefort-Eyiip Arasi Kiiltiir Képriisii Kuralim..."
Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden olusan bir sergi agmayi
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planladiklarini anlatan Lionel Serik, Baskan Ismail Kavuncu'ya, Eylip'le
Rochefort'un kardes sehir olmasi yolunda gerekli girisimlerde bulunmaya
hazir oldugunu soyledi... Pierre Loti'yle ilgili Glkesinde ve Rochefort'ta
yapilan etkinlikler hakkinda bilgi veren Serik, acacaklar sergiye Eytp, Halic
ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'yle ilgili resimlerin konulmasinin da kendilerini gok
memnun edecegdini sdyledi.

Istanbul'un Avrupa Kiltiir Baskenti secildigi 2010 yilinda Eyilp'le Rochefort
arasinda Pierre Loti aracilidiyla bir kiltlr koéprisi kurulabilecegdinin altini
cizen Gazeteci Lionel Serik, sézlerini séyle strdirdi:

"Rochefort Belediye Baskani ile de goriistim... Kendisi Eylip'le Rochefort
arasinda yapilacak her tirlG kultirel, sanatsal aktivitenin igerisinde severek
yeralacaklarini séylediler. Sergi bir baslangig olur... Rochefort da aynen
Eylp gibi cok eski tarihi bir yerlesim yeri... Su anda Pierre Loti'nin evi mize
olarak kullanihyor... Her gin ylzlerce kisi burayi ziyaret ediyor. Pierre
Loti'nin hayrani oldugu bir ilgenin Eylp'in, onun dogdudu sehirle kardes
sehir olmasi bizler igin blylk onur olacaktir. "

Eylp Belediye Baskani Ismail Kavuncu da Fransiz Gazeteci Lionel Serik'e
Pierre Loti'nin dogdugu sehir Rochefort'la ikili kiltirel iliskilere sicak
baktigini séyledi. Baskan, Lionel Serik'e Eylip ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'nden
Halic manzarasinin yeraldigi bir cini tabak, Lionel Serik ise sehrinde
dostlugun isareti olarak kabul edilen kaya tuzunu hediye etti.

Kaynak: EYUP BELEDIYESI
Etiketler : Koklerini, Arastirmak, Uzere, Tlrkiye‘de,
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Serik Kaymakamligi Basin Bilgi Notu

Fransa'dan Slrpriz Ziyaret¢i Cuma, 05 Subat 2010 19:53 yonetici

Fransa’'nin Rochefort kentinde yagayan ve kéklerinin Tiirkiye'ye uzandigi bilgisine ulagan gazeteci ve haber ajansi
sahibi Lionel SERIK, Fransa Biyikelgiliginden Kaltlr ve Turizm Atagesi Sn.Hasan YAVUZ'un Kaymakamimiz
Sn.Ahmet UMIT'e referanslariyla Kaymakamhgimizin misafiri olarak 22 Ocak 2010 Gun{ Antalya’ya geldi.

Unlii Fransiz Ressam ve Sair Pierre Loti‘nin dogdugu Fransa’nin Rochefort kentinde yagayan ve
koklerinin Tirkiye'ye uzandidi bilgisine ulasan gazeteci ve haber ajansi sahibi Lionel SERIK, Istanbul'da Eylp
Ilgesini 22 Ocak 2010 tarihinde ziyaret etti.

Bay Lionel SERIK Eyiip ilcesi ziyaretinin arkasindan Fransa Biyikelgiliginden Kiiltiir ve Turizm Atasesi
Sn.Hasan YAVUZ'un Kaymakamimiz Sn.Ahmet UMiT’e referanslariyla Kaymakamliimizin misafiri olarak 22 Ocak
2010 GUnu Antalya’ya geldi. Kaymakamllélmlzcavkendisine refakat ve rehberlik etmek iizere IMKB Otelcilik Ve
Turizm Meslek Lisesi Miidiir Vekili Mustafa KOSEOGLU ve Kdylere Hizmet Gétiirme Birligi Saymani Cengiz ALAGOZ
goérevlendirildi. Havalimaninda Kaymakamlik Makami tarafindan goéreviendirilen ekip ile karsilanan Bay Lionel
SERIK, gecmiste ailesinden birilerinin yasadigini diisiindii§ii Antalya’da olmaktan dolayi gok mutlu oldugunu ifade
etti.

Cumartesi, Pazar ve Pazartesi guni ilgemizin Aspendos Antik Tiyatrosu, Tarihi Aspendos Koprisi ve
Sillyon gibi tarihi degerlerini, Zeytintasi Magarasi, Kopriigayl nehri gibi dogal guzelliklerini ve Hosgori Bahgesini
ziyaret eden Lionel SERIK, hosgériiniin bu denli yasandigi bir ilcede olmaktan duydugu mutlulugu Kaymakamimiz
Sayin Ahmet UMIT’e iletti. Ilgemizi ziyareti sirasinda duygusal anlar yasayan Lionel SERIK “ ... bu kadar sicak
insanlarla iletisim kurmak ve belki de atalarimin da burada yasamis olduklarini hissetmek bana buylk mutluluk
veriyor; Ilkbaharda Serik’e tekrar gelecegim ” dedi. Ilcemizde bulunmaktan duydugu hissiyati ise su sézlerle ifade
etti: “Fransa benim ailemin yasadigi yer, Fransa’yl 6zlliiyorum; ama Serik’ten ayrilirken Serik’i giderek artan bir
ozlemle 6zleyecegim.”
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izinli olmasi sebebiyle il disinda bulundugundan Lionel SERIK'le telefon gériismeleri ile iletisim kuran
Kaymakamimiz Sayin Ahmet UMIT; Lionel SERIK'e, Serik’i ziyaret etmesinden dolayi tesekkir etti. Edinilen
bilgilere gére, 1830 lu yillarda Serik’ten Cezayir'e bircok vatandasimizin gittigini, Bay Lionel SERIK'in de ailesinin
bu sekilde Serik’ten gitmis olabilecegini ifade etti. Lionel SERiK’e Serik Kaymakamhgi tarafindan hazirlatilan
Aspendos Maketi ve dostluk ve paylasimin simgesi olan Kahve Fincan takimi hediye etti.

Lionel Serik ise sehrinde dostlugun, kardegligin ve varhigin semboli olarak kabul edilen kaya tuzunu
hediye etti. Lionel SERIK ylz ylize goriisemedigi Sn.Kaymakamimiza samimi bir mektupla veda etti.

Belediye Baskani Mehmet HABALI ve Uriindii Kéylnl de ziyaret eden Lionel SERIK 25 Ocak Sali
GUni glzel duygularla ilgemizden ayrildi.

Mektubun Turkge Cevirisi asagidaki gibidir.
27.01.2010
Sayin Ahmet UMIT,

Size ne kadar minnettarlik duydugumu ifade etmeye kelimeler yetersiz kalir. Size mektubumla birlikte
cok kiiciik ama bir o kadar anlamli bir hediye génderiyorum. TUZ. Mustafa (Mustafa KOSEOGLU), size bu
hediyenin anlamini agiklayacaktir. Cogunlukla Serik’te ve kismen de Antalya’da bulundugum ziyaretim esnasinda
artik hig 6zlemeyecedim “eski” memleketimde annem ve babami yakin zaman 6nce kaybettigimi bilmenizi isterim.
Fakat simdi goktan 6zlemeye basladigim yeni bir ailem var. (Sizler).

Buradayken mutluluklarin en blyigini yasadim. Giderken de en biylk tziantiyle ayrilacagim.

Yapmis oldugunuz her sey icin cok tesekklr ederim. Sizi asla unutmayacagim. Geri dénmeyi ve sizinle
tanisma mutluluguna ve serefine erismeyi sabirsizlikla bekliyorum. Allah sizin ve ailenizin hep yaninda olsun.

Saygilarimla.

En derin hislerimle.

Lionel Ofliman SERIK J

NOT: Size, beni Turkiye'deki cok kiymetli iki kisinin ellerine teslim ettiginiz igin, ayrica tesekklr ederim.

Son Giincelleme ( Cuma, 05 Subat 2010 20:18)
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